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2What is the NSF-Census Research Network?
3• The NSF-Census Research Network will provide support for a set 
of research nodes, each of which will be staffed by a team of 
scientists conducting interdisciplinary research and educational
activities on methodological questions of interest and 
significance to the broader research community and to the 
Federal Statistical System, particularly the U.S. Census Bureau. The 
activities will be expected to advance both fundamental and 
applied knowledge as well as further the training of current and future 
generations of researchers in research skills of relevance to the 
measurement of economic units, households, and persons.
What is the NSF-Census Research Network?
4The nodes
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6Network resources
Events
http://www.ncrn.info/events/virtual-seminar
 During semester, every first Wednesday of month
 Node members presenting on new work
 Recorded and available to the public
NCRN Virtual Seminars
http://www.ncrn.info/events/meetings
● Past meetings hosted: Duke/NISS, Census, Cornell 
● Foster node interaction, with Census, BLS, NSF, other 
participants
● Presentations by nodes, of interest to nodes by Census, others
● Also used by PIs to plan next steps, interact with Census
● Next meeting Fall 2016
NCRN Meetings
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NCRN Meetings
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NCRN Meetings
• Central archive of 
presentations
NCRN Newsletter
• Communication between 
nodes, Census, outside 
parties
• Profiles of nodes
• Virtual programs for major conferences
• NCRN participants in 
– Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016
– Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology (FCSM) 2013, 2014
– World Statistical Congress (WSC) 2015
– others when substantial participation
Other activities
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Some outcomes
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Research outcomes
• Over 400 articles, pre-prints
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• Up to 46 graduate students (MS, Ph.D.) and post-doctoral 
fellows being mentored in the network
• Additional undergraduate research
• More than 700 students have taken undergraduate and graduate-
level classes, as well as short courses
Educational outcomes
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Can the NCRN network evolve into something that more completely serves the 
federal statistical system?
Big picture
• Education (INFO7470) and most nodes already overlap with RDC 
network (but have a broader focus than just RDC)
• Short courses are popular
• Recruiting so far done at NCRN nodes, but should be expanded 
to RDC, other universities with interest/connection to Census, FSS
Identified efficiencies
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NCRN and RDC nodes
• Scope to increase the efficacy of research activities by enhancing 
network effects of existing and new collaborations between 
– Agencies (Census, BLS, NCHS, etc.)
– Universities ("NCRN" nodes, RDCs, research contracts)
– Research entities (Abt, NORC, RTI*, Westat, etc.) with research contracts
• Type of connection
– Cooperative agreements
– Interagency Personal Agreement (IPA) or Schedule-A
– Internships, fellowships
– Grants
* Not intended to advocate for any particular company. Former co-PI  of this grant works for RTI.
The sum of the pieces
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http://www.ncrn.info
Stay tuned
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Thank you
www.ncrn.info
